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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PASCO COUNTY, FLORIDA
FAMILY LAW DIVISION

IN RE: The Matter / Marriage / Former Marriage of

				,
	Petitioner,					CASE No.:					
and
							SECTION:					
				,
	Respondent.
	/

PRELIMINARY ORDER ON MOTION TO TAX COSTS AND 
AWARD ATTORNEYS’ FEES

	THIS CAUSE came before the Court without hearing on the Petitioner’s / Respondent’s Motion to Tax Costs and Award Attorney’s Fees (“the Motion”) filed on 			. The Court, having reviewed the Motion and the Court’s file, and determining that this Order is necessary to ensure the orderly and efficient presentation and resolution of disputed taxable costs and attorneys’ fees, hereby

	ORDERS AND ADJUDGES as follows:

1. No hearing on the Motion shall be had until the Parties have demonstrated compliance with this Order. If the non-movant fails to comply with this Order after the movant demonstrates compliance herewith, then the non-movant shall be deemed to have waived all objections to the movant’s Motion and shall be subject to the entry of a final judgment taxing costs and attorneys’ fees without hearing or notice.  

2.  By no later than the 15th day after rendition of this Order, the movant shall serve upon the non-movant copies of any and all timesheets that the movant intends to rely upon in proving the amount of reasonable attorneys’ fees sought, and shall file with the Court a Notice of Serving Timesheets indicating that such service has been accomplished, and shall include the non-movant in any certificate of service therein. 

3. The timesheets served pursuant to the foregoing paragraph shall state with reasonable specificity: (1) the date of each billed task; (2) an explanation of each billed task; (3) the time spent performing the task; and (4) the hourly rate of each person performing billable work on the task.  
4. By no later than the 15th day after rendition of this Order, the movant shall serve upon the non-movant a list of the taxable costs sought (“the taxable cost list”), and shall with the Court a Notice of Serving Taxable Cost List indicating that such service has been accomplished, and shall include the non-movant in any certificate of service therein. 

5. The taxable cost list shall state with reasonable specificity: (1) the date each cost was incurred; (2) an explanation of the cost; and (3) a citation to the appropriate portion of the Statewide Uniform Guidelines for Taxation of Costs in Civil Actions that authorizes the taxing of such cost. The Court will not consider taxation of any costs that the Uniform Guidelines recommend to not be taxed. 

6. If the non-movant desires access to records in the movant’s care, custody, or control that support the imposition of any specific cost stated in the taxable cost list, then the non-movant, by no later than the 15th day after service of the taxable cost list, shall file a Notice of Request for Taxable Cost Supporting Records, and serve the same upon the movant, and shall state therein the specific cost item(s) for which the non-movant seeks access to supporting records. By no later than the 15th day after service of such Notice of Request, the movant shall make such supporting records available to the non-movant for review and reproduction. The movant may comply with this paragraph by serving copies of such supporting records upon the non-movant. When the movant complies with the non-movant’s request, the movant shall file a Notice of Serving Taxable Cost Supporting Records and include the non-movant in any certificate of service therein. 

7.  Unless the Parties waive the need for experts, by no later than the 30th day after service of the movant’s Notice of Serving Timesheets, the non-movant’s expert shall file a written Notice of Objection to Timesheet Items specifying the timesheet items to which the non-movant objects. Such objections must state, with particularity, the legal and factual reasons therefor, and specifically identify the task(s), time, and/or hourly rate(s) to which the non-movant objects. If the expert agrees that fees for a particular task are awardable, but objects to the length of time spent on the task or the hourly rate billed for the task, the expert shall state the length time and/or hourly rate that the expert believes is reasonable for that task. The Notice of Objection to Timesheet Items shall include the movant in the certificate of service. 

8. Unless the Parties waive the need for experts, by no later than the 30th day after service of the movant’s Notice of Serving Taxable Cost List; or, if taxable cost supporting records are requested, then no later than the 30th day after service of the Notice of Serving Taxable Cost Supporting Records; the non-movant’s expert shall file a written Notice of Objection to Taxable Cost Items specifying the taxable cost items to which the non-movant objects. Such objections must state, with particularity, the legal and factual reasons therefor, and specifically identify the taxable cost items to which the non-movant objects. If the expert agrees that a particular item is taxable, but objects to the amount of the taxable item, the expert shall state an amount that the expert believes is reasonable for the taxable item. The Notice of Objection to Taxable Cost Items shall include the movant in the certificate of service. 

9.  If the Parties waive the need for experts, they shall file with the Court a written stipulation indicating the agreement to such waiver, and the obligation to comply with the foregoing two paragraphs shall shift to the non-movant.

10. By no later than the 10th day after service of a notice of objection, the movant shall file a response with the Court stating whether the movant agrees or disagrees with the objections stated in that notice of objection. 

11. When the Parties have complied with the foregoing paragraphs, the movant shall schedule its Motion for evidentiary hearing. 

12. Once the evidentiary hearing is scheduled, either Party may request an order directing the Parties to attend a mediation conference strictly limited to the issue of attorneys’ fees and taxable costs. The Court maintains sole discretion whether to order the Parties to attend such mediation.  

13. No later than two (2) business days prior to the evidentiary hearing, the Parties, or their experts, shall meet with each other and review the disputed fee and taxable cost items and shall attempt to resolve such disputes and shall attempt to narrow the disputed issues to be presented at the evidentiary hearing. After this meeting, the Parties, or their experts, shall calculate the sum of time for each person on the movant’s timesheets that both Parties or experts believe are reasonable, and shall separately calculate such sum of time that each expert believes is reasonable as to the dispute timesheet items. The Parties, or their experts, shall do the same for the items in the movant’s taxable cost list. 

14. Discovery is strictly limited to the records and information to be exchanged pursuant to this Order. Except as permitted by the Court upon good cause shown, no other discovery shall be had.

15. The evidentiary hearing shall be limited to only those objections provided, absent good cause shown. If any item, task, cost, length of time, or hourly rate is not objected to pursuant to the procedures set forth in this Order, this Court shall presume that such items, tasks, costs, lengths of time, and hourly rates are reasonable. 

16. The Parties, their attorneys, and their experts shall exercise good faith in complying with this Order. The Court, upon motion of a Party or sua sponte, may impose appropriate sanctions for any noncompliance with this Order. Such sanctions include without limitation the striking of any filings submitted pursuant to the procedures set forth in this Order or the striking of any other filings directed to the issue of attorneys’ fees and costs in this matter. 

17. This order is issued following the Court’s prior determination of entitlement to attorneys’ fees. As such, no objections to entitlement shall be entertained. 

DONE AND ORDERED in chambers in Dade City, Pasco County, Florida on 			.



						
HON. KNUTE J. NATHE		
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE	
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