IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PASCO AND PINELLAS COUNTIES, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2007-079 PA/PI-CIR

RE: COURT REPORTING PLAN

Rule of Judicial Administration 2.535 confers authority upon the Chief Judge to develop
a court reporting plan. Specifically, Rule 2.535(g)(2) requires the Chief Judge, after consultation
with the circuit court and county court judges in the circuit, to enter an administrative order
developing and implementing a circuit-wide plan for court reporting of all proceedings required
to be reported at public expense using full or part-time court employees or independent
contractors.

Further, Rule 2.535(g)(3) authorizes the Chief Judge to provide for electronic recording
and transcription of proceedings.

Additionally, Rule 2.535(h) mandates that the Chief Judge, after consultation with the
circuit court judges in the circuit, enter an administrative order developing and implementing a
circuit-wide plan for court reporting and expediting transcript preparation in all trials in which
the state seeks the death penalty and in capital postconviction proceedings.

In Administrative Order 95-78, this circuit adopted its initial court reporting plan. In
2000, the court also implemented court reporting procedures for death penalty cases in
Administrative Order PA/PI-CIR-00-76.

However, when the Sixth Judicial Circuit began a transition from a contract court
reporter model to court-employed court reporters, the court reporting plan underwent a
comprehensive update in 2004 in Administrative Order 2004-018 PA/PI-CIR. The plan was
updated in Administrative Order No. 2006-065 PA/PI-CIR to consolidate several amendments,
incorporate procedures for death penalty cases, and set forth an anticipated timetable for court-
employed court reporters to begin covering various procedures at the West Pasco Judicial Center.
Also, in the interim, the Court adopted Administrative Order No. 2006-027 PA-CIR to delineate
the responsibilities of the contract court reporters at the West Pasco Judicial Center.

Since the adoption of the 2006 Administrative Orders on court reporting, the circuit has
made the transition from contract court reporters to court-employed digital and stenographic
court reporters at the West Pasco Judicial Center in several types of proceedings, and the variety
of proceedings still covered by contract court reporters has greatly decreased. Therefore, to
continue to move toward a comprehensive plan for the delivery of court reporting services that
will apply consistently throughout the circuit, the Chief Judge finds that a new Administrative
Order is warranted.

Therefore, it is hereby

ORDERED:







