Required Educational Seminars for Divorcing Parents
and Parents Establishing Paternity
Required by The Sixth Judicial Circuit, State of Florida

Required Participants

Currently, the parties in a divorce with minor children or in a paternity action (where matters of pa-
rental responsibility, i.e. custody and/or visitation, are being addressed) are required to attend an approved
in-person parent and education and stabilization class. Florida Statute §61.21.

Course Description

Educational course designed to help parents and children cope with the divorce process. Parents will
learn more effective ways of communicating with each other and how to identify children's behavioral reac-
tions at difficult ages to the divorce.

Additional Information

Please note that participation in a distance learning or an on-line class must be pre-approved by
the Court and will only be granted in “special circumstances.”

With permission of the Court, Out of County Parties may usually take a similar class that is
offered in their Florida county of residence.

If one party in the case does not live in Pinellas or Pasco County, they may take a similar class that
is offered in their county. The out of state party should contact their local Clerk of Court to determine what
agency offers the class locally. If the local court does not require a class of this type in divorce/paternity
cases, the local Juvenile Welfare Board should be able to provide information on similar types of classes
available in that area. After the class has been completed, a copy of the certificate of completion should be
sent to the Pinellas or Pasco County Clerk of Court (see address below).

If you feel that you have sufficient legal grounds to be excused from taking the class, you should go
to the Pinellas County Clerk of Court (St. Petersburg location: 545-1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
33701; Clearwater location: 315 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33756) or the Pasco County Clerk of Court
(38053 Live Oak Ave., Dade City, FL 33523 or 7530 Little Road, New Port Richey, FL 34654) and ask for
the "Waiver" for the class. Complete the form and take it to the clerk's desk in person or have someone drop
it off for you. Do not mail your form to the clerk, it may not be properly processed. After you have dropped
off your form to the clerk, it will be forwarded to your section judge for consideration. You should receive
an order concerning your motion within a few weeks
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